GANDHI

side in order to have some fresh air, he demanded that
Gandhi relinquish the seat beside the driver and sit
upon a dirty sack as a negro servant. Gandhi objected
and hung on to the brass railing while the man pum-
meled him. Only the intervention of other passengers
saved Gandhi from a severe beating. At the night stop
he had misery's comfort in the recital by other Indians
of even worse hardships they had been forced to en-
dure. In Pretoria he obtained hotel accommodations
only upon his promise to take his meals in his room.
In the courtroom he was classed as a "coolie barrister"
and not permitted to wear his turban. Restaurants
refused to serve him. In spite of these indignities he
still counted himself a loyal British subject and a bar-
rister of the Queen.

New Friends, and an Old Idea, to His Aid. Fortu-
nately, the chief counsel in the case was a Christian lay
preacher. This man accepted Gandhi as an equal and
introduced him to several Christian friends Under
their influence he began a more intensive study of
Christianity. Someone loaned him a copy of Tolstoy's
The Kingdom of God Is Within You. It made a deeper
impression upon him than any piece of Christian litera-
ture he had ever read with the exception of the Sermon
on the Mount. (The book is a study of that sermon
and its application to daily life.) It persuaded Gandhi
to the doctrine of non-violent non-co-operation with
evil. He resolved to follow this doctrine in future
difficulties and see how it worked.
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